
  

These goals were developed by members of the Citrus K-5 Writing Team with the support of Anastasia 
from Core Connections.  They reflect what is possible at each grade level in the area of ELA with the 
implementation of Core Connections writing strategies.   

 
 

2nd Grade MOY Goals 2nd Grade EOY Goals 

 
Writing includes:  

 1 introduction that establishes a 
controlling idea 

 1 body paragraph that includes a 
mentor sentence structure 

 Effective transitions for evidence & 
elaboration (e.g., first, next, last, 
because, also) 

 Conclusion (similar to the controlling 
idea) 

 

 
Writing includes:  

 2 introductions and controlling idea 

 2-3 body paragraphs that include a  
mentor sentence structure in each 
paragraph 

 Wider variety of effective transitional 
phrases specific to evidence & 
elaboration (e.g., to begin with, finally, 
for example)  

 Conclusion that paraphrases the 
introduction 

 

The following 2nd Grade Model Response is based on the “School Rules Passage Set & 

Prompt” from Core Connections.  Click HERE to view the passage set. 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0


  

These goals were developed by members of the Citrus K-5 Writing Team with the support of Anastasia 
from Core Connections.  They reflect what is possible at each grade level in the area of ELA with the 
implementation of Core Connections writing strategies.   

 
 

3rd Grade MOY Goals 3rd Grade EOY Goals 

 

 Teacher has modeled essay writing 
process in its entirety 

 Teacher uses the text to create an essay 
plan 

 Teacher and students write intro, and 
body paragraph one (teacher gives 
transitions)  

 Students are released to write body 
paragraph 2 on their own using the plan 
created in whole group 

 Students will then add in their body 
paragraph and write the conclusion whole 
group 

 Body paragraph 2 is the only piece done 
independently by students 

 

 

 Students can plan and write a text 
dependent 4-paragraph essay to the level 
of the “Third Grade Model Response” 
provided by Core Connections (see below) 
 

 

The following 3rd Grade Model Response is based on the “School Rules Passage Set & Prompt” 

from Core Connections.  Click HERE to view the passage set. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0


  

These goals were developed by members of the Citrus K-5 Writing Team with the support of Anastasia 
from Core Connections.  They reflect what is possible at each grade level in the area of ELA with the 
implementation of Core Connections writing strategies.   

 
 

4th Grade MOY Goals 4th Grade EOY Goals 

 
Student is able to: 

 Create a strong controlling idea that 
addresses the prompt by recognizing 
key words 

 Deconstruct and annotate the text  

 Organize the evidence into mini-main 
ideas in an essay frame 

 Write a response in a multi-paragraph 
format including: a satisfying 
introduction, body paragraph, and 
conclusion 

 Use evidence, basic elaboration, quote 
directly from the text, paraphrase, and 
include transitions  

 Use varied introductory patterns 

 
Student is able to:  

 Use various sentence structures and 
mentor sentences  introduced 
throughout the year 

 Use effective transitions to link 
connecting ideas within the paragraph 
and throughout the essay 

 Write a response in a mature multi-
paragraph format including: a 
satisfying introduction, body 
paragraph(s), and satisfying conclusion 

 Demonstrate synthesis across a multi-
paragraph essay that addresses the 
prompt 

 

The following 4th Grade Model Response is based on the “School Rules Passage Set & Prompt” 

from Core Connections.  Click HERE to view the passage set. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0


  

These goals were developed by members of the Citrus K-5 Writing Team with the support of Anastasia 
from Core Connections.  They reflect what is possible at each grade level in the area of ELA with the 
implementation of Core Connections writing strategies.   

 
 

5th Grade MOY Goals 5th Grade EOY Goals 

Student will demonstrate the following practices 
with minimal support: 

 Clearly stated controlling idea 

 Satisfying introduction 

 Varied use of effective transitional words 
and phrases 

 References from at least 2 sources per 
body paragraph in the form of explicit 
evidence with citation or paraphrasing 
with citation 

 Logical elaboration should be provided for 
each piece of evidence  

 Precise, academic language is evident 

 Varied use of sentence structures are 
present  

 High-frequency words are spelled correctly 

 Appropriate conventions are used 

 Satisfactory conclusion 

 

Students will demonstrate the December Writing 
Goals consistently and independently.  
 
Students will have an understanding of the 
writing process from interpreting the prompt to 
composing a polished essay.   
 

 

The following 5th Grade Model Response is based on the “School Rules Passage Set & Prompt” 

from Core Connections.  Click HERE to view the passage set. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/59r9avyoqnz4r18/Rules%20Prompt%20and%20Model%20Responses%20K-5.pdf?dl=0

